
 

Lydia Wilson has been working with the organization CMFi, 

in Salamanca Spain and she would love to fill you in on 

what God has been doing there! Open house reception will 

be at the church on July 6th from 6:30-8, with formal 

sharing and Q&A session at 7:15.  
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MIDWEEK CONNECTION AT MCN                                                                             June 28, 2017 

   

Worship with Us this Sunday, July 2 

  
The sermon title is Loving My Enemy, In the First Person Singular and the Scripture is Genesis 4:2b-7 

and Matthew 5:43-48. Pastor Tim Schrag comments, “Loving your enemy is one thing when the focus is 

on a hostile nation.  It’s another when it’s your neighbor, a fellow church member, or a family 

member.” 

 

Many Names for Jesus Banner  Based on their study of the Gospel of John, the high school youth 

Sunday School class created the banner from the many names for Jesus in John.  We thank them for 

sharing it with us this summer in worship. 

   

 

Prayers 
   

Please pray for 

*Paul Watkins who is starting treatment for prostate cancer. 

*Joe Dick’s continued recovery. 

*Holly Zehr as she serves as Camp Pastor at Camp Friedenswald July 3-7. 

*Safe travels, meaningful worship, and productive dialogue for the youth and delegates at Convention. 

*Peace in the Middle East, and for nonviolent pressure to be placed on the state of Israel. 

*Our MCN Bridge of Hope Neighbors Group as they build relationships with their Mom and her family.  

There was a Get-Acquainted Match Night this past week. 

 

We give thanks for 

http://us4.campaign-archive1.com/?e=&u=ccf2974466b0eceb057aa87b2&id=839b10b859


*Bennie Brown’s continued recovery and transfer to Heritage. Esther thanks the congregation for 

continued prayers and the cards they have received. Bennie is continuing dialysis and therapy. 

*Adalyn Zehr's asthma flair improving. 

*Marcia Rossi wishes to thank her church family for their condolences upon the death of her mother, 

Marilyn Graff. 

  

Condolences 

We offer condolences to John and Kay Reimer.  Kay’s brother, Willis Sommer, passed away 

Friday, June 23rd.   

  

 

This Week At 805 S Cottage 
   

Thurs June 29 
     

Next Man Bible Study 6:15 am 
  

  
 
  

Sun July 2 
 
 
 
 
  

Pre-Service Prayer 9:00 am 
Worship 9:30 am 
Christian Education for Children 10:45 am 
Blood Pressures Taken 10:45 am 
Christian Education for Adults 11:00 am 
  

Thurs July 6 
 
  

Next Man Bible Study 6:15 am 
Desserts with Lydia 6:30 pm 
  

Sat July 8 
  

Kasongo Habitat Work Day 8:00 am 
  

Sun July 9 
 
 
 
  

Pre-Service Prayer 9:00 am 
Worship 9:30 am 
Christian Education for Children 10:45 am 
Christian Education for Adults 11:00 am 
  

Tues July 11 
 
 
  

Worship Committee 5:00 pm 
Wellness Committee 5:30 pm 
Church Board 6:30 pm 
  

Wed July 12 
 
  

Peace and Justice Committee 5:00 pm 
Pastoral Council 6:30 pm 
  

 

   Serving This Sunday 
   

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Greeters  South: John & Kay Reimer 
  West: Ardys Serpette  
Welcome Table Julie Musselman  

Ushers 
 
  

Cal & Vivian Hubbard, 
Emmanuel Kasongo & 
Marlphonsia Tania Kimbembe 

Sermon Pastor Tim Schrag 
Worship Leader    Melika Hershberger 
Song Leader Barry Weaver 
Scripture Jonah King 
Children’s Time Alena Culbertson 



Accompanist Chris Culbertson 
Technology Randy Zehr 
Toddler Nursery Carrie Stalter 
Preschool Nursery Matt Culberton 

   

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 

Jordan King 7/1 

Janet Wilson 7/1 

Courtney Yoder 7/1 

Ardys Serpette 7/5 

Aime Fataki Loso 7/6 

Keith Belzer 7/7 

Emma King 7/8 

Sue Schrag 7/8 

Gail Wilber 7/8 

Laineigh Hickman 7/9 

Adam Augspurger 7/10 

Lotus Hershberger 7/12 

Cindy Ropp 7/12 

  

Happy 40th anniversary to Glenn and Janet Wilson on July 2 

Happy 37th anniversary to Barry and Marge Weaver on July 4 

Happy 3rd anniversary to David and Gabriella Harnish on July 5 

Happy 21st anniversary to Chris and Tina Hubbs on July 7 

Happy 18th anniversary to Andy and Denise Hedberg on July 10 

Happy 25th anniversary to Jon and Janelle Friesen on July 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Desserts with Lydia! 
Lydia Wilson has been working with the missions organization, CMFi, in Salamanca Spain these past 2 

years as a campus minister and she would love to fill you in on what God has been doing there! Open 

house reception will be at the church on July 6th from 6:30-8, with formal sharing and Q&A session at 

7:15. Opportunity to donate will be available. Come and enjoy some desserts! 

   

 

 



 
 

Pastor Jane Roeschley’s 5 year term as Associate Pastor at Mennonite Church of Normal ends this year. 

The Church Board conducts a survey of the congregation at this point, in order to assist in making a 

recommendation to the congregation regarding a subsequent term. A small group of individuals has 

been contacted to complete this survey, plus the Church Board. We also open this process to anyone in 

the congregation who wishes to participate, so that everyone’s voice can be heard. These surveys are in 

the church office, on the table in the foyer, or available via email. Please contact the church office for 

your electronic copy at church@normalmennonite.org. If you plan to participate, please complete your 

survey by June 30, either by submitting it electronically or bringing it by the church office or my church 

mailbox. Thank you, Wayne Hochstetler, Church Board Chairperson. 

   

 

 

11th Annual 4th of July Picnic 
Everyone is invited to the 11th annual 4th of July picnic this Tuesday, July 4, 5:30 PM, at Maxwell Park 

on Parkside St in west Normal (north of Parkside Jr High School).  This has been a fun and well-attended 

event in the past, hope you can join us! 

Here's the info: Bring your own picnic and drink. We will have the grill hot and ready if you want to 

bring something to throw on there! 

Ice cream and bowls/spoons will be provided for dessert.  You are invited to bring your favorite ice 

cream topping to add to the sundae bar.  Other things you may want to bring: lawn chairs, lawn games, 

sparklers, etc.  Enjoy food, fellowship, frisbee, basketball, lawn games, and more!  Anyone interested 

can travel to watch fireworks together later in the evening (this year we are planning to reserve a place 

to watch fireworks at Fairview park, parking near Culbertson's home and walking together from there). 

No RSVP necessary.  Contact Shelly King at snking2002@yahoo.com with any questions. Hope to see you 

there! 

   

 

 

 

Here are Fun in the Sun park dates for Summer 2017! Come for any/all times you can!  Click 

this link for more information and to sign up. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094faaa87-

funinthe1 

   

 

 
The church office will be closed July 3-7 and there will be no Midweek next week.  

   

mailto:church@normalmennonite.org
mailto:snking2002@yahoo.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094faaa87-funinthe1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094faaa87-funinthe1


 

 

Peace Bridges 
Ron and Leanne Schertz and their granddaughter, Madeleine Yoder, thank you for your help in making 

the reforestation crowdfunding effort for Peace Bridges a success. Within three days of spreading the 

word, the goals of $5000 and 40 donors were exceeded. Peace Bridges will now have a permanent place 

on the GlobalGiving.org website, and their supporters will have a safe way to continue giving to this 

important work. 

  

If you haven’t yet had a chance to participate, it is not too late. They remain in a competition for 

matching funds. 

  

Peace Bridges, an NGO based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, is an affiliate of Mennonite Central 

Committee, working with conflict resolution trainers who go out into their Cambodian communities, 

both urban and rural, to train other community leaders in peaceful methods of solving domestic, 

economic and social conflicts in constructive and lasting ways. 

  

To learn more and be a part of the effort, go to this link: https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/plant-

trees-in-cambodias-prey-lang-forest/ 

  

Ron, Leanne and Madeleine are thankful for your interest and support. 

   

 

 

Habitat House 
Habitat Work Day for Kasongo's New Home, Saturday Morning July 8, starting at 8 am at 711 W 

Mulberry.  We have 1 opening left for a volunteer on our work day at the new house for Emmanuel 

and Tania’s family. (Must be 16 years or older.)  

Please sign up at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/8050A4BA4A92BA57-habitat  

   

 

 

Summer Worship Special Music, Fresh  Flowers and Favorite Hymns 
You are invited to sign up for one or more Sundays this summer to:  provide special worship music, 

vocal or instrumental, to bring fresh flowers for in front of the pulpit, or to request a favorite hymn.  

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/plant-trees-in-cambodias-prey-lang-forest/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/plant-trees-in-cambodias-prey-lang-forest/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4BA4A92BA57-habitat


Use this link to sign up www.SignUpGenius.com/go/8050A4BA4A92BA57-special 

   

 

 

MCC School Kits 
 During the months of July and August, Mennonite Women will be collecting School Kits. School Kits are 

MCC’s most requested item. They are given primarily to refugee and displaced children, helping 

students and teachers add some normalcy to disrupted lives. 89,958 were shipped last year to Jordan, 

Syria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Lebanon, Haiti, U.S., Serbia, Honduras and more.  

 

The bags are in the back of the Sanctuary for you to take home to fill with the necessary supplies: 

   

 4 spiral or perforated notebooks (8.5” x 10.5”, 70 sheets) 

 8 unsharpened pencils 

 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating 30 cm and 12”) 

 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

 1 large pencil eraser 

  

Return filled bags to the red tub in the back of the Sanctuary. MCN Mennonite Women will deliver 

them. Or, if you would prefer, you can just purchase the supplies and Mennonite Women will fill the 

bags. 

   

 

 

Need some work done around the house?  
Mike Evans is an insured Handyman 

Services Include: 

Painting: Interior & Exterior Decks & Fences 

Landscaping: Lawn Maintenance, trimming, planting, pavers 

And other odds jobs 

309-838-9762 

   

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4BA4A92BA57-special


 

Conference Newsletters 
Central District Conference (CDC) Focus The CDC Focus is now available in this online format. Just click 

the picture of the newsletter or the title. A copy is available on the Entrance Bulletin Board.  Also 

available is the CDC Reporter.  

Click the link to read the current IMC Weekly: Illinois Mennonite Conference (IMC) Conference Minister 

Michael Danner's weekly message to IMC churches.  

  

 

Voice of the Day 
"Jesus' ministry and the parables told about the kingdom of God have not been taken seriously enough. 

We have too easily aligned our lives to the way of America, because its lifestyles are taken for granted 

as right and true. We have too often been distracted by the American dream, pursuing life, liberty and 

the pursuit of happiness instead of God's reign on earth. However, one day we will find that it is not the 

America but the kingdom of God that is 'the beautiful.' The church will sell all the ugliness of racialized 

hierarchy, sexist patriarchy, and selfish classism when we find the true treasure in the field." 

Drew G. I. Hart, Trouble I've Seen, p. 175 

  

 

 

Building Use 
Wild Ones 

July 10, 5:30 pm 

   

 

Today's Chuckle 

 
 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the 

country. 

“Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. 

“Only the Ten Commandments”, answered the lady.  

   

 

http://www.mcusacdc.org/news-2/focus/
http://www.mcusacdc.org/news-2/cdc-reporter/
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/home/?u=888a4a3a57aff5be73fbfe3bf&id=66d6aaf784
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/b1301d7494d1e7608f1b9c02a/files/CDCfocus_April2016_color.pdf


 

 
    

 


