
 

 November 18, 2015 

 
Today’s Puns 
My puns may be cheesy, 
but I still think they’re 
pretty gouda. 

I’m glad that I know sign 
language, it’s pretty 
handy. 

A baker stopped making 
donuts after he got tired 
of the hole thing.  

 

Happy Birthday! 
David Warfel 11/19  
Jo Ropp 11/21 
Barry Weaver 11/22 
Rick Yoder 11/22 

 
Happy Anniversary! 
Joe & Ruth Haney (42) 
11/24 
 

Prayer Requests 
Prayer is requested for: 
*Health concerns for: 

*Cal Hubbard 
*Deborah Spacek 
*Jerry Musselman 
*Lora & Russ Oyer 
*Helen Brandon’s   
teaching partner & 
family 

*Meghan Reha MCC 
volunteer in Bangladesh.  
*Phil Dick in Palestine and 
Israel.   

If you have a prayer concern 
for which you would 
appreciate the prayers of 
your church family, please 
call the church office at 452-

6622 or email Lynn. 
 

Partners in Healing 
Mennonite Church of 
Normal join with other 
churches in the area to 
pray for various sections 

 
Worship with us this Sunday, November 22  
The sermon, titled Walking Together in Mission:  Toward the New Creation will be 
presented by Steve Wiebe-Johnson and Mzwandile Nkutha.  They will preach/share from 
2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2. 
 
A Little About Our Speakers Steve Wiebe-Johnson serves Mennonite Mission Network as a 
member of the Mission Network church relations team and Africa ministries team.  Previous 
to these positions, Steve was MMN Africa Director.  Steve is a member of Prairie Street 
Mennonite Church in Elkhart.  Mzwandile Nkutha is a student at Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary and works with the Anabaptist Network in South Africa.   
 
This Sunday Communion will be served. The Bible teaches that we are to “examine 
ourselves” in preparation (1 Cor 11:27-29). Our Mennonite forebears took seriously the idea 
of being fully at peace with God and one’s Christian brothers and sisters in order to 
partake. Let us prepare with similar prayerful reflection and personal examination.  
 

Contributions for the Mutual Aid Fund are specifically sought on Communion Sundays. 
Resources from this benevolent fund are disbursed by the Pastoral Council in times of 
discerned need. Simply include your offering clearly marked “Mutual Aid” when the plate is 
passed. There will also be a basket in the back of the Sanctuary for contributions.  Your gift 
will be gratefully received, and carefully distributed. 
 

Serving this Sunday  
Greeters South—Wilma Dyck; Hazel Yoder 
 West—Mary Jantze 
Welcome Table Doris Shoemaker 
Ushers Mark Roeschley; Shelly King 
 Paul & Mary Ann Watkins 
Worship Leader Jenell Ulrich 
Accompanist Dorothy Loepp 
Song Leader Wayne Hochstetler 
Children’s Time Chris Culbertson 
Scripture Pascal Ngongo 
Sermon Steve Wiebe-Johnson & Mzwandile Nkutha  
Technology Adam Augspurger 
Toddler Nursery Melika Hershberger 
Preschool Nursery Caeli Haab 
 

MCN Events This Week  
Thur Nov 19                       Next Man Bible Study 6:15 am 
Fri Nov 20                          Youth Event at Hopedale Wellness Center 8:00 pm 
Sun Nov 22                         Pre-Service Prayer 9:00 am 

Worship 9:30 pm 
Christian Education 11:00 am 
 Senior High Youth Group 5:00 pm 
 Junior High Youth Group 5:00 pm 
 Junior Choir 6:00 pm 
 Youth Choir 6:45 pm 
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of Advocate Bro Menn 
Medical Center and 
Advocate Eureka Hospital.  
This month MCN is asked 
to pray for the Medical 
Adult Day Services at 
Advocate BroMenn. 
 
 

Please call the church 
office if you or someone in 
your family is 
hospitalized. Due to HIPAA 
regulations, persons may 
be hospitalized for several 
days before your pastors 
are aware of a need for 
pastoral care. 
_____________________ 
Deborah Spacek is in the 
hospital at OSF and would 
welcome visits and calls.  
Her new phone number is 
309-310-9792 

 
Voice of the Day 

All great spirituality is 
about what we do with 
our pain.  Richard Rohr 
 

Conference 
Newsletters  
Click the link to read the 
current Heart, Soul, Mind 
& Strength, IMC 
Conference Ministers 
Michael Danner & Kim 
LItwiller’s weekly message 
to IMC churches.  Also, the 
latest copy of Missional 
Crossroads is available.  
The CDC Focus is available 
here and the CDC 
Reporter here. 

Building Use 
Head Start Parent 
Meeting  Wednesday, Nov 
18 5:30-7:00 pm 
 
Everence Workshop 
Creating a Culture of 
Generosity Friday-
Saturday, November 20-21 
Fellowship Area 9:00 am-
4:00 pm 

Blood Drive 
Congratulations on the 
success of the blood drive 
Saturday at the 
church. We had 36 people 
scheduled to start the day 

 Homebuilders 6:45 pm 
 Adult Choir 7:30 pm 
 

Upcoming Events at 805 S Cottage 
House Blessing for Tshiseleka Family Tshitshi and Ginette invite each MCN’er to attend 
their Habitat house blessing at noon this Saturday, November 21. The address is 907 West 
Jefferson, Bloomington. 
 
Homebuilders  Larry Schrader will present, An Apple a Day Keeps the Doctor Away—Make 
Mine An Extra Fancy  on Sunday, Nov 22, 6:45 pm  

Thanksgiving Meal will take place at MCN at noon on Thanksgiving Day, November 26.   
Please sign up for your part in this potluck meal on the Atrium Bulletin Board.  Any 
questions? Please see Marge Nester. 
 
Sale to benefit Mennonite Youth Fellowship Want to provide a unique Christmas gift AND 
donate to the MYF?  Lois Jett will be selling some American Girl doll clothes from her 
collection.  This will take place in the Atrium on Sunday, November 29.   

Calling all musicians young and old! We want everyone who plays an instrument and wants 
to play Christmas hymns to join us for two practices December 5th and December 12th and 
performing in Church December 13th. (Times TBA) Open to wind instruments, 
percussionists, and strings alike. We want everyone who has a passion for playing with other 
musicians ages junior high and up to come! If interested please talk to or email Lydia 
Hedberg, Alena Culbertson, or Wesley Hershberger.  
 
Surprise Luncheon Our annual surprise luncheon is December 6 following Sunday School. 
What is a surprise luncheon?  You sign up to host a small group for dinner or attend as a 
guest. The surprise is that you find out on Sunday, December 6, where you will be for 
dinner.  So, please sign up to host or attend the Surprise Luncheon by completing the flyer 
in your mailbox by November 22th.  Please turn the completed flyers in to Connie Reeser-
Hall or the Church Office. Fellowship Committee 

Brass Advent Choir The Worship Committee is seeking musicians for a Brass Choir on 
December 20.  The choir will play in the Atrium prior to church.  If you are Jr. High or older 
and wish to participate, please contact Randy Zehr.  Randy can be reached by e-mail at 
rkzehr@hotmail.com.    
 
MDS to Pilger, Nebraska, March 20-26, 2016.   Our congregation has “reservations” for 
volunteers to go to Pilger, NE in March, 2016.  Who is in??  Please let Pastor Jane know. 
 

Items of Interest  
Alternative Gifts Fair Thanks so much to all for your overflowing generosity!  Our current 
total is $20,358—a $5000 increase over 2014!  Total for Mennonite Central Committee is 
$12,580 and for Alternative Gifts International is $7,778.  Sunday the 22ndd is the last day 
to turn in checks & shopping lists. We are sorry that we ran out of MCC gift cards last 
Sunday.  More should be here by Sunday and Roelie make those available in the library.  
Inserts will be in mailboxes within the next two weeks.  Again, heartfelt thanks! 
 
Evaluation/Review of Pastor Tim Schrag in his Lead Pastor role Pastor Schrag’s current 
term expires July 31, 2016, and we are obligated to conduct a review at least six months 
prior to that date.  Such a review has begun.  Data is being collected from four sources:  
Pastor Schrag’s self-reflection, MCN Board evaluation, responses from 20+ other selected 
MCN members, and from the Conference ministers of CDC and IMC.  The Board will review 
all of this data as information in formulating a recommendation for reappointment.  A 
congregational decision on reappointment will occur early in 2016.  If non-board members 
who were not selected to complete a review form would like to participate in this review, 
forms with a cover letter are located on the table in the entry way or can be obtained from 
the Office.  Please return the forms to the office by Dec 1, 2015. If you have questions 
contact the Church Chairperson. 

New Address for Russ & Lora Oyer  Martin Health Center Building B Rm. 120 2025 E Lincoln 
Street Bloomington, IL 61701 
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and ended up with 36 
official presenting donors 
in who donated 40 units of 
blood.  We had 6 people 
help with doing double 
reds and only 2 deferrals 
on the day which both 
helped us have such a 
fantastic day.  There were 
also 2 first time donors.  
We topped our goal of 35 
for this drive which is 
tremendous! Steve 
Stoewer, Director of 
Blood Services, American 
Red Cross of the 
Heartland.  

 
 
 

Pastor Tim is out of the office November 22-28. 
   
Prayer Request The Junior High group is growing!  Might God be calling you to help Cory 
and Chris with junior high youth group on Sunday nights?  Please pray that God will call a 
helper for Cory and Chris.  

And this announcement from Illinois Mennonite Conference: Attention young adults 
(college age and up)! We had a blast at our last gathering and want to invite YOU to our 
next one! Meet new friends, connect with old! Saturday, November 21 at 5:00pm we are 
meeting at the Mennonite Heritage Center located between Germantown Hills and 
Metamora. Come at 5 to engage in a stimulating Bible Study or come later to join in the 
meal and fellowship afterwards. If possible, please bring a simple side dish to go with the 
chili meal (and a Bible!). Don't forget to join our Facebook page! Fellowship of Anabaptist 
Young Adults. Email questions to AYAFellowship@gmail.com Mennonite Heritage Center: 675 
IL-116, Germantown Hills, IL 61548-- Jacob Landisjacob.landis.11@gmail.com 

Pastor Tim Schrag 
Senior Pastor 

tim@normalmennonite.org 

Pastor Matt Hickman 
Youth and Family Life 

matt@normalmennonite.org 

Pastor Jane Roeschley 
Worship and Lay Ministries 

jane@normalmennonite.org 

Lynn Reha 
Administrative Assistant 

church@normalmennonite.org 
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